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The police flop at Lone Pine 

KIDS' PARENTS CLAIM "BEATING" - Page 12 

Sandbagging the flood 

STORM FLOODS WEST BISHO P 

Big Pine's Monarch watcher 

A NATURALIST AND HIS BUTTERFLIES - Page 11 
-ARMED BUREAUCRACY 


Nobody's listening' 


A 


WILDERNESS OPPONENTS SAY THEY 
WEREN'T HEARD AT BLM HEARINGS 


jl'M-TOTING BUREAU OF LAND MANAGEMENT PATROLS 

a reportedly trained in the use of automatic 
weapons are providing (unasked and unwant¬ 
ed) government by regulation instead of law - 
the claim of several hundred Southern Inyo res- 
: dents who say that BLM has "ignored" their pet¬ 
itions against the harsh regulations of the • 
proposed wilderness bill# 

That federal bureau, which manages thous¬ 
ands of acres of Inyo land, is receiving inaras- 
ing complaints as a "bureaucratic monster" and 
in the enforcement of its regulations which op¬ 
ponents say have no foundation in law. The res¬ 
idents of several south-county communities say 
BLM personnel are "already enforcing wilderness 
laws even before their wilderness study is com¬ 
pleted." They see the "study" as a kind of fait 
accompli and BLM hearings on the issue as mere 
(See BLM'S GUNS on Page 2) 


ings of about 

Last week, one of the 


Taxing the 
big ones 

IF DWP CAN LEGALLY ENJOY 
A DUAL IDENTITY - "PRIVATE" 
AND "MUNICIPAL" - INYO WILL 
SUFFER A $2 MILLION RIP-OFF 

F aced with a possible tax 

revenue los3 of nearly $2 
million, some Inyo Coun¬ 
ty officials last week were 
attempting to determine just 
where the couiity's biggest 
"private" landowner - the Los 
Angeles Department of Water 
and Power - stands under the 
tax relief program voted with 
Proposition 13. 

The DWP can't have it 
both ways; that is, "private" 
land owner and also, as it 
would conveniently like to 
claim in other matters, "A mu¬ 
nicipality awning land outside 
its jurisdiction" In the lat¬ 
ter case, as "municipality," 
DWP has already long enjoyed 
tax considerations undreamt 
of by "private" companies and 
individuals, but as it turns 
out now, DWP would like to as¬ 
sume the other identity in or¬ 
der to be taxed under the Jar¬ 
vis initiative; in so doing, 

Los Angeles could, effect a sav- 
$2 million. 


DVTP's top bosses, 


Paul Lane, talked to a reporter, confidently 
predicting that DWP will get by with the tax¬ 
saving "private" classification. "I think it 
is definite," said Lane. "It looks like we 
will be considered just like other land-own¬ 
ers." ^ut others here were not so sure about 




(See TAXES, Page 2) 

\ f§| jHKf™ 

nwp's 



Is the DWP "private" or "municipal" ? 

A $2 million convenience having it both ways 
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TAXES, Continued 

that , 

Inyo County's Assessor Jack Clay said 
that under the best available legal direct¬ 
ives he has already set the DWP's tax assess¬ 
ment. n It was our interpretation along with 
the district attorney's opinion, that Propos¬ 
ition 13 has no effect on DWP's assessment. 

A prior constitutional amendment (which DWP 
itself had longingly hoped for and eagerly 
pursued) dealing with special kinds of proper¬ 
ty has set up a formula 
taxing system," Clay 
said that under the ex¬ 
isting law, DlYP's eval¬ 
uation goes up about 
10,3% every year. Now 
that Clay's office has 
set DIP's assessment, 
it remains for the sup¬ 
ervisors to set the tax 
rate, 

"I've heard noth¬ 
ing from the DWP on 
this. They are a munic¬ 
ipality owning property 
outside their jurisdic- 
ti on« " 

Under the prevail¬ 
ing law, the department 
has been Inyo's largest 
single tax payer, al¬ 
though by standards oth¬ 
er landowners have liv¬ 
ed by before Jarvis, it 
has paid a relatively 
small amount in taxes. 
The average DWP pay¬ 
ment into the coffers 
of Inyo County amounts 
to about $U million an¬ 
nually. 

i As the tax situa¬ 
tion with DWP begins to 
take on the aspects of 
_a full-blown conflict, 
one that may well wind up in the courts, the 
county supervisors became sufficiently concern¬ 
ed to request the district attorney's office 
to look into the matter. Two million dollars, 
after all, is a considerable bite out of a 
budget the size of Inyo's. Much of the legal 
department's look into the DWP tax matter will 
rest, probably, in the hands of one of the 
county's more astute DWP-watchers, Deputy D.A. 
Ureg JameSo He volunteered no great amount of 
comment on the issue pending a further look. 

And DWP had even less to offer in the 
matter of whether Inyo's water bills will be 
accordingly reduced if DWP should get the tax 
break it wants under the "private" classifica¬ 
tion, James said DWP pays no property taxes in 
Los Angeles, Meanwhile, there was no question 
about the tax breaks that other of the county's 
"big" taxpayers will be getting, thanks to the 
Proposition 13 passage. 

After DWP, the Union Carbide Corporation 
makes the largest single contribution to the 
Inyo till. Present estimates indicate that UC 
stands to save about $375,000 this year, down 
from $714 i,U 67 last year; Southern California 
Edison Company is expected to save about $300,- 
000; Continental Telephone, about $150,000; and 
the Fred Harvey Company, operators of the lux¬ 
urious resort complex at Death Valley, about 
(TAXES Continued on Page 10) 



til \ 

Deputy DA James 
"Investigating" 


BLM's GUNS, Continued 

formalities held to stay within the regulat¬ 
ions. 

A committee of Keeler citizens collected 
1500 signatures from people in the county and 
from vacationers visiting in their area. They 
oppose most of BLM's wilderness restrictions. 

Last week, complaining that hearings on 
the wilderness issue had resulted in virtual¬ 
ly no input from area residents "since they 
didn't want to hear what we had. to say anyway, 
and now they're already enforcing it." Some 
members of the committee called in County Sup¬ 
ervisor Richard McDonald who after investigat¬ 
ing their claims said that BLM apparently had 
ignored their petition. And another BLM snub 
was about all some Trona area residents rec¬ 
eived in a similar effort. Vi Swann of the 
Southern Inyo Search and Rescue Team said that 
she and others got another 600 names, but no 
recognition from the fast-growing bureau. 

All the committee members hasten to point, 
out that they are not anti-environmentalists. 
Alan Akin of Keeler said, "I like the idea of 
a wilderness, but most people feel that the 
federal government is just moving in to take 
everything over#" 

Contributing to local fears: BLM rangers 
have started carrying weapons in the past few 
months. BLM's public affairs spokesman, Paul 
Savercool, said rangers had "been held at gun¬ 
point and shot at by someone trespassing who 
had built a cabin on a mine claim." Savercool 
was less than specific in his indication for a 
need to arm the rangers, but he argued that his 
agency is authorized to "enforce federal laws 
pertaining to harm of the environment. 

"But their purpose is education. Most of 
the people are reasonable, but if they have to 



Southern Inyo Supervisor Richard McDonald 

'The BLM has ignored their petitions" 

write a ticket, the rangers have to be ready to 
back it up." 

The question now is whether BLM is "en¬ 
forcing laws" of its own; the wilderness issue 
has not yet passed; it is an ongoing study to 
provide recommendations to congress, but BIM 
has moved in anyway, according to opponents. 

Asked why such stringent enforcement, fe¬ 
ver cool would reply only that 'We're mandated 
by congress." 

BIAI's GUNS Continued, P. 10) 
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BENETT KESSLER 


»» NOTES FROM &K.«« 

THAT RICH BARITONE YOU'RE HEAR- 
ing these days in the radio com¬ 
mercial for the Westridge Manor 
parking lot sale..."The...be¬ 
longs to the Bank of America... 
but the ...parking lot is mine," 
etc., which is a take-off from 
the Albertson's market TV spots, 
is that of Bill Gerdes. Baritcne 
Bill, as we'll call him, is a 
Schat's Bakery employee and as 
we get the story no one had the 
slightest idea he could sing. 

His operatic approach to the parking lot sale 
has made it one of the best draws yet. Some ads 
done well sell a lot of goods; others don't. It 
takes seme know-how to contrive a commercial, 
or an ad space, that does the job it's intend¬ 
ed io do. But who could ignore Gerdes' bit?J 

•a** 

SOME LONE PINE FOLK ARE SINGING ANOTHER TUNE: 
Singing the praises of the DWP workers who in¬ 
stalled the lights at the Lone fine rodeo ar¬ 
ena. For that they are warmly thanked, whatev¬ 
er the problems may be with the DWP aristocra¬ 
cy. 

NOT SO MANY THANKS FOR SOME OTHER DWP TYPES: 
When the DWP (quite legally) comes on your 
property to trim trees away from the lines, who 
gets all that expensive firewood? The workmen 
(some of them) doing the job say they are "re¬ 
quired" to haul it off even if the property 
owner may want it. So where does it go?; Some 
peopl e are beginning to ask; others wonder ab¬ 
out use of DWP equipment, etc., (which we all 
pay for in those fat charges) for what may turn 
out to be a nice profito..for somebody. 

OTHER DWP EQUIPMENT (and, we might add, manpow¬ 
er) is used to haul animal pelts that sell for 
a nice profit: for a top coyote pelt, 

trapped in one of the several traplines operat¬ 
ed on backroads of DWP property. 

■K-4H4• 

GARY CROWDER, THE KIOQ TALK-SHOW MAN (He's al¬ 
so the station's general manager) is moving his 
popular program to different slot timeso The 
gripe-line will now be open at 12:2Q, Monday, 
Wednesday and Friday, and "everybody is welcome 
to call in" (873-5861), says Crowder, "to talk 
about anything they want to 0 " He thinks the 
noon slot will reach a bigger audience. Another 
addition to the show: special guests with some¬ 
thing to say will be welcome on the show and 
they'll be talking (by appointment) direct from 
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the studio. Local organizations are also in¬ 
cluded on Crowder's list of welcome speakers. 

A good way, we think, to bring public issues 
into the open for an honest airing. 

•5H-K- 

WE'RE ALL TIRED OF "REGULATION" by government 
agencieso ’.Thy so much of it these days? There 
are one or two big reasons, and a lot of less 
obvious ones. The Bureau of Land Management 
(see a story in this issue) is a chief offend¬ 
er, along with a number of others. Some agen¬ 
cies are now getting more and more police pow¬ 
er. Okay, so why? In the first place, there 
are a lot of petty little people who never did 
a dayfe work in practical affairs: From nice 
middle class homes, up through school and to 
college where a lot of "theoretical" social 
and economic ideas were pumped into them al¬ 
ong with a tense demand for them to "get ah¬ 
ead," to "be ambitious." So by the time they 
graduate, they assume a desk in some agency 
and go immediately into a personal power trip. 
In short they are so aware of their own human 
inadequacies and inexperience, they like to 
push people around - particularly the workers, 
the producers. But then, there's the other 
reason for more and more regulation: lazy and 
indifferent people who see freedom as license 
to do exactly as they please: these range from 
just average "nice" people who leave trash in 
campgrounds; who carelessly start forest con¬ 
flagrations; the four-wheel-drive types who 
think the desert is merely a macho race course 
to find out who's "Cherokee" or "Jeep" can 
waste the most fuel, etc.; ....up to and in¬ 
cluding the corporate types who see the land 
only in terms of profit. There is, for exam¬ 
ple, a lot of difference between a "small mi¬ 
ner" and a big strip-mini.ng operation. But 
the big bureaus can use the depredations of 
the biggies (the irresponsible ones) to wipe 
out the little guy. Without seeming preachy, 
I'd like to point out again that democracy 
can exist only in a civilization of personally 
responsible people. Otherwise, there will be 
more, not less, of "regulation. And that goes 
even down to the individual who can't even do 
as little as observe a leash law. As populat¬ 
ion grows, people need living room, and we're 
bound to being more responsible, concerning 
ourselves more with others' rights as much as 
our own o But pistol-packing bureaucrats make 
me sick; they look arrogant and pompous - 
big guns on petty little boys, Brownshirts and 
S.S. einsatzgruvpen. 

-SHHi- 

(B.K. Continued on Page It) 






Clan 
Holland 
at a 
reunion:! 
VPP’s all 

(See B.K., 
Page 4)\ 
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FALL CLOTHES 
ARE HERE! 


.FEATURING 


g ra f f 


californiawear 


* - 
^V^//\vs 




• Gifts 

• Moccasins 

• Ladies’Sportswear 

Jewelry r . 

" > — _—, 


^jMUNT^SlA’j 

r W 

763 N. Main • Bishop • 872 -9621 


B.K.’s NOTES, Continued 

VERY PLEASANT PEOPLE DEPT: "The Hollands," an 
old county family best known in local hist¬ 
ory as one of the hold-outs when at the turn 
of the century the DWP was running people 
off the land. At a rare gathering last week, 
the sons and daughters of Belle and Harry 
Holland, along with a dozen or so other fam¬ 
ily members, held a kind of reuni on at the 
club at Big Pine - a happy send-off for a 
Holland daughter, Arlene Morris, who with 
her husband will retire at Gardnerville, Nev. 
The family, which keeps a low profile when 
it comes to news cameras and publicity, gra¬ 
ciously allowed a few snaps and filled us in 
on some family background; rare treat for an 
upstart newcomer like me. Our thanks. 

*-#■* 

ACTIVE SUPERVISOR IN MORE WAYS THAN ONE: The 
man from the "south end" of the county, Rid>- 
ard McDonald. He*3 a "full-time" supervis¬ 
or, travels miles and miles each month to 
stay in touch with his constituency - and 
stays trim by running (would you believeI) 
an average eight miles a day 0 ..« 

MOHE VPP'3: Mr. and Mrs. Bud Walters - this 
note by popular demand. You’ll see them hand 
in hand with friendly greetings for all at 
Independence... 

And.MAY THE NEWS IN YOUR DAY BE GOOD NEWS 

every day.,, , 

Sincerely,^ 


rThe'WINE BARREL'- 

gourmet foods ♦ fine wines 


unique addition inside 
Manor Market houses the 
largest wine cellar in 
Inyo County. The "Wine Barrel" 
offers California 's finest wines 
and the great imports - France , It¬ 
aly , Portugal , Germany, many others. 
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NEWS-LETTER SUBSCRIPTION 

Send me the NEWS-LETTER for the number 
of weeks checked below. I subscribe with 
the understanding that future cost cuts are 
retroactive and will be credited to my sub¬ 
scription if I subscribe now. 

I 150 Wks. I- 125 Wks. r' 112 Wks. 

L_J $25 L J $13 LJ $7 

Payment enclosed^ J Please bill me 


Name 


Address 


City 


Slate 


Authentic New Orleans 9 

French Doughnuts 

kThe 


Served bot } from frye" \ 




CAFE 


ON HIGHWAY 395 * INDEPENDENCE 


EVERYBODY'S DOING IT... 
Run... for fun, for heal th 


Running 

shorts, 

shirts 


A\ 




O 

ft 


For Nikes, run to... 


( 714 ) 873 - 5070^74 fB and <Sfioxl <zS(iofofiz 


772 NORTH MAIN STREET 
BISHOP. CALIFORNIA 9351A 





• « ---Hi 


X 


CAR AND H OME STERE OS 
K xc 1 ii s i v e I \ ~ 

140 Whitney Alley - Bishop 

® Telephone 873 6550 


Candlelight dining 
beside a cool 
mountain stream 
5:30-10 pm, 7 days 


Earlybird 
Special 

5:30-6=30 






(j^'J tfyt TV0 

r 0 '" 


r 



RESERVATIONS 

387-2370 




Mm 



aiadiis cfil zitauxant 

On Lowor Rock Crook 
1 5 mllos North of Bishop off Hwy. 395 




New shipments weekly 
from Dallas and Atlanta 


Monda y-Sa turday 
9:30 to 5:30 







/drS 



873-3215 

'In the Town and Country Shopping Center' 621 W. line St. 
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R.F. OYLER ASSOCIATES 

PETE LARSON * Insurance 
124 N. Main, Lone Pine, California 
Phone 876*4105 


real estate 


• o • 


Best buys: 

1. INDEPENDENCE: 3-bedrocm, large fenced 
yard on corner, with patio and fire¬ 
place. $39,000. 

2. LONE PINE: Large home with spacious, 
vark-like grounds. $115,000. 

3. OLANCHA: Ideal truck-stop location, 

40 acres. Nice home. Beer bar and shop. 



DOROTHY BONNEFIN 

tBT 


PAT ROBERTS 


GnluW« 

1 1 f £A 



To 


bus. (714) 876-4121 


realtor* 

DOROTHY BONNEFIN/manager 
" LONE PINE REALTY 
res. (714) 876-4442 


f PAT ROBERTS/associate 

CLYDE GEORGE/associate ^ 

1 res. (714) 876-5864 

bus. (714) 876-4121^ 


310 so. main street, suite 108 lone pine, California 93545 



SHOES • WESTERN WEAR lone pine. 
SADDLERY 876-4371 


NOW! - at LLOYD'S 




-for 



i-voysj GXZLS/- 



SHOES 

%6r 





Men, Boys^ Girls' 
short-sleeve 
western shirts_ 

30-50% OFF on 

Chaps, Saddlerp, 

all straw hats 

— ^ &#C* e A «3«»^r>7a iux %.maxj- ^ ^ - 
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•THE COUNTY 


News Briefs 

FOR MOE ANO ROGER, NO DECISION YET, FOR THE DWP, AN EXPENSIVE AND PERHAPS INADEQUATE EIR; 
FOR SKATEBOARDERS, A PROHIBITIVE ORDINANCE; FOR THE PRESS, MORE BUREAUCRATESE; AND FROM 
SYMPATHETIC OFFICIALS, NO RAISES FOR INYO'S INFLATION-PRESSED, DEMORALIZED TEACHERS. 

O QUAKING OFF FOR WHAT MY BE THEIR LAST AP- 
pearance in court, Inyo's litigious sup¬ 
ervisorial aspirants, Moe Jacobson and Ro- 


fj I 

ger Glidden, turned with high hopes to San Bern¬ 
ard! no for a hearing on a Glidden appeal, Moe 
returned to announce that the court had made 
no decision in the issue that will make him - 
or both of them - candidates in the supervis¬ 
orial race against Incumbent Wilma Muth, Jac¬ 
obson had won an earlier superior court hear¬ 
ing here in the action that broke the tie vote 
of the June 6 election, Glidden appealed on 
the hope that he might at least share the bal¬ 
lot with Jacobson, and sought to have the tie 
re-established, in effect. If both men run, 
their split-vote was seen as the key to an al¬ 
most certain victory for Muth. 


IF DWP SPOKESMEN ARE TO BE BELIEVED, the dep¬ 
artment's new environmental impact report - 
ordered by a state court - cost "hundreds of 
thousands of dollars," The department handed 
over the new report this week with county of¬ 
ficials getting copies for their study and, 
the DWP hopes, their approval. Asked if he 
expects opposition to the new EIR on ground- 
water pumping, DWP's Paul Lane said "The coun¬ 
ty may disagree. They call our EIR 'narrow'. 
We call it 'required'...We want to satisfy 
the court." The statement points up an essen¬ 
tial problem between Inyo and DWP; the strict 
adherence to the letter of the law, as oppos¬ 
ed to its spirit; it may take more than "sat¬ 
isfying the court" to keep Inyo's angry pop¬ 
ulace off DIF's back and out of the courts. 
The new report has been underway for about a 
year. Local legal minds see the report as 
"narrow" since it deals only with the ground- 
water issue and ignores "other phases" of the 
environmental impact of DWP's presence and 
its draining off of Owens Valley water. Pend¬ 
ing a thorough study, the lengthy report's 
content was bringing forth no other comment. 


NEXT WEEK IT WILL BE OFFICIAL: No skateboards 
or bicycles on Bishop's Main street sidewalks, 
To remind the kids - and a few skateboarding 
adults that the city means business, painted 


notices will adorn the walkways at every inter¬ 
section. So hot has been the issue of cyclists 
and skateboarders winding through heavy pedes¬ 
trian traffic on the sidewalks that a mmber of 
Bishop people were demanding enforcement of the 
new ordinance even before it went into effect, 
^ust what enforcement will now amount to is yet 
to be seen; "Hit and miss," admits Police Chief 
•''red Coburn. Police will issue warnings - and 
then tickets; juveniles will be turned over to 
the probation department, adults will pay fines 
up to $5>0. 


IT WAS - AND STILL IS - A WET SEASON, and the 
rains came without the usual heavy accompani¬ 
ment of lightning strikes that plague Inyo's 
firemen from August through late fall. But the 
"fire season" is still far from over and for¬ 
est service personnel continue to keep a weath¬ 
er-eye out for the fast-moving blazes that can 
erupt in dry grass grown thick thanks to earJ.y 
rains. A Forest Service dispatcher, Gary O'Bri¬ 
en, said Inyo has suffered less than half the 
usual number of fires: 30 lighten!.ng-caused 
fires, and 21; man-caused fires, to date. 


OFFICERS ARE STILL LOOKING FOR ESCAPEE DAVID 0- 
verstreet who last week walked off a jailhouse 
work crew assigned to a clean-up project behind 
the museum at Independence, A probation man who 
discovered the escape tracked Overstreet into 
the desert area northeast of town, but the 
tracks were lost in the brush. For several late 
nights, officers kept an eye on an Independence 
cafe inhere Overstreet had worked; they thought 
he might attempt a burglary to get some cloth¬ 
ing he left there before he was arrested for 
grand theft and burglary. When he took off, he 
was wearing jail coveralls. 



SOME OF INYO'S SCHOOL OFFICIALS ARE CONCERNED. 
The Proposition 13 cutbacks, which deny wage 
increases, may be causing an increasing morale 
problem among Inyo's schoolmans and masters. 
Said one superintendent. Dale Davidson of Lone 
Pine: "Morale is low and rightfully so. Infla¬ 
tion continues and school employees are actual¬ 
ly losing money as their salaries remain the 

same." 

But if the schools were 
having bad times this year, 
they were not overjoyed at 
the prospects for next year. 
It is then that the "real im¬ 
pact" of the Jarvis amendment 
will be felt, when no surplus 
funds will be around to tide 
things over, 

"THEY ARE NOT 'ILLEGAL'," in¬ 
sists Caltrans Official Paul 
Jarrett, "but 'non-conforra- 
ing'". His complaint about 
reporters' translations of 
Caltrans bureaucratese erup¬ 
ted this week to further com¬ 
plicate the highway bill¬ 
board issue between Caltrans 
and the Inyo Board of Super¬ 
visors. Caltrans has a prog- 
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ram to remove - finally - 
all the highway billboards 
that under the Highway Be¬ 
autification Act of the 
early '70's are deemed il¬ 
legal, or, as Caltrans pre¬ 
fers, "non-conforming." 

But Caltrans can't move a- 
head until Inyo County re¬ 
peals its own sign ordin¬ 
ance. The supervisors, two 
of whom once owned bill¬ 
boards for which they were 
not reimbursed when taken 
down, now take issue with 
Caltrans' proposal to pay 
sign owners. Caltrans man 
Jarrett meanwhile took is¬ 
sue with a radio news rep¬ 
ort that referred to the 
signs as "illegal," demand¬ 
ing a clarification. Mean¬ 
while the supervisors opt¬ 
ed to enforce their own aidi- After 17 years, Postmistress Rose Caipen will retire 
nance, turning down Cal- ...the mails have gone through...with a personal touch,. 


trans' request. Supervisor 
Johnny Johnson accused Caltrans of "keeping 
the re-imbursement plan a secret." 

FOR 17 YEARS INDEPENDENCE POSTMISTRESS ROSE 
Caipen has smilingly endured the increasing 
complaints of irate patrons who like Americans 
everywhere have little that's good to say ab¬ 
out the Postal Service. But at Independence 
at least the mails have gone through in trad¬ 
itional fashion, and with the very personal 
and concerned touch of Ms. Caipen. This week 
she retires and friends and co-workers will 
express their appreciation at a retirement 
dinner on Sunday. She says she will "have plen¬ 
ty to do at home." Most of Independence's pos¬ 
tal patrons who gather every morning at the 
postoffice on the town's rad.n intersection 
were surprised - and a little shocked - at the 
announcement. Said one: "Now the mail will be 
as bad here as everywhere else." Maybe not: 
Rose's long-time co-workers know the personal 
idiosynci'asies of the locals as well as she, 
and even with a new postmaster hope to keep 
things moving. 


AS THE NEW WEEK GOT UNDERWAY, a storm moved 
in to dampen the last of the holiday visit¬ 
ors - and create havoc in the mountains and 
below. Floods at Bishop (See Page 13) and 
freezing rain in the mountains kept the att¬ 
entions of emergency and rescue crews. By 
midweek the toll was a heavy one: at least 
four dead in the mountains - all hikers who 
had counted on last week's warm weather to 
continue. A dozen more were stranded above 
Mono's Convict Lake and were finally rescued; 
nine more were taken from storm-lashed McGee 
Pass. 'Aie dead were on Mt. Y/hitney and in the 
Sierra above Bishop's Lake Sabrina, In some 
areas were reported snow drifts of up to six 
feet, but whether it was "old snow" or snow 
brought in by the storm was uncertain. And 
even as the "known" rescues were completed, 
there arose a new concern: the ’welfare of ma¬ 
ny other hikers and campers who would not 
be considered overdue until after the upcom¬ 
ing weekend. Most of the campers had. gone in¬ 
to the mountains with summer gear. 

(NEWS BREEFS continued, P. 10) 


Young bicycle 
rider 'injured 
in a fall ins 
one of remark¬ 
ably few vic¬ 
tims of Labor 
Day traffic. 

In the vast 
two weeks as 
summer taffic 
hit its peak , 
deaths were 
down and onlu 
a dozen-or-so 
injuries were 
reported. The 
girl's father 
looks anxious¬ 
ly on, but she 
was not seri¬ 
ously hurt. 
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NEWS BRIEFS, Continued 

the democrats are as 

cool to Inyo's tiny el¬ 
ectorate as the Repub¬ 
licans who continue to 
nominate west-Sierra 
candidates. Demo Con¬ 
gressional hopeful Bob 
Sogge announced with a 
bit of pride this week 
that the vice-president 
would appear with him 
on a campaign program 
- at Bakersfield. But 
apparently the veep was 
not directed to the ot¬ 
her side of the mount¬ 
ain where the total el¬ 
ectorate amounts to no 
more than 8000 votes. 

STILL A HANG-UP on the 
Gordon Holmes develop- 
ment northwest of Bish¬ 
op is a DWP right-of-way that may take some 
time to work out. But this week, the supervi¬ 
sors did approve, albeit with some reluctance 
a final tract map of the sub-division 0 Holmes 
gave them assurance that an access road will 
be built to preclude any future traffic tie- 
ups. He is to report each month on the prog¬ 
ress he makes. 


'NYO COUNTY NEWS-LETTER 


September 4, 1978 



With Labor Day ended Inyo's "summer season." A cold rain fell, and 
the laet vacationers began their long trek home in a stormy dusk. 



BLM petitioners Dickman and Akin 

"People back east are making the rules" 


TAXES, Continued 

$65,000. Bishop-based Sieirra Pacific Airlines 
will pay about $15,000 less. 

Anticipating such cuts, the Inyo County 
government last week secured a promise of more 
than half a million dollars from state surp¬ 
lus funds voted to the counties several weeks 
ago. But even with help from Sacramento, the. 
revenues for county use may be sharply down. 
The DWP issue may well be a key to the count¬ 
y's fiscal well-being, or lack of it, since 
the department pays more than of Inyo's 
tax income. 

Beputy District Attorney James said he 
will be conferring with the supervisors on 
the issue in the days ahead. 


All subscription renewals 10% discount 
if mailed within 10 days of notice. 


BLM's GUNS, Continued 

He also referred to the wilderness Act 
passed by congress; it gives BIAfl and other fed¬ 
eral bureaucracies broad freedom to "regulate," 
or, in effect, to‘ set up their own rules. At 
Trona, Ms. Swann said she and others had res¬ 
earched the area and had pointed out large ar¬ 
eas that could be made into wilderness without 
destroying legitimate small mine claims and ex¬ 
isting roads - but so far, no response from the 
government other than to establish armed pat¬ 
rols. 

At Keeler, Artist Dan Dickman - himself a 
r proponent of ecological stability and a painter 
>of the desert's sensitive scenes - said that 
BLM "changed the definition of roads, a radical 
definition to get rid of roads that disturb no¬ 
thing. 

"But our biggest complaint is that we're 
losing our local autonomy. People back east are 
'making the rules and citizens here have little 
I to say in the matter." Akin echoed Dickman's 
|view: "^he California Constitution speaks of 
’ local control. Now suddenly, the federal gov- 
j eminent wants to manage the land." 

■at But BLM continues its "inventory" of In¬ 

yo's federal lands, determining what land qual¬ 
ifies (under its own guidelines) as "wilder¬ 
ness." One BLM definition that qualifies an ar- 

-ea is "outstanding opportunity for solitude," 

and "roadless area." Under recent actions it 
would appear the bureau is creating its own 
"roadless areas." 

Opponents to BLM's efforts show that the 
areas have been used for recreation, mining anti 
other activities and that little damage, if any, 
has so far been done. And BLM agrees. "That is 
true," said the actinge BLM director at Bishop, 
Les Monroe. "If congress hadn't passed the bill 
we wouldn't be doing this, but congress has man¬ 
dated it." 

Supervisor McDonald said he suspects the 
BLM hearings are little more than "tokenism." 

said "I think we should be a part of the de¬ 
cision-making and we're not. BLM recognizes the 
principle of public hearings, but not the prac¬ 
tice." 

Meanwhile, as the new 'week got under/ray, 
BLM was holding another "hearing" at Lone Pine. 
Whether anyone was listening to local input or 
not, only time - and bureaucracy - can tell. 






































Monarch Butterfly 

(Danaus plexippus L.) 


Page 11 


A desert 
wanderer 
and his 
Monarchs 


DERHAM JULIAN I, A "SELF- 
TAUGHT NATURALIST," TRACES 
THE MIGRATING BUTTERFLIES 



Tanned and weathered by 
his months in the wilds, 
Derham Juliani turns a 
sharp gaze on the insect 
activity in a garden. 


Another butterfly t the Swallowtail, is a type 
cornnon to Inyo. At left, "fall-traps" made 
from plastic cups net the insects he collects 
for research projects. He seeks volunteers. 


N O ONE, IT TURNS OUT, SEEMS TO KNOW A GREAT DEAL ABOUT THEM, the migrating butterflies of 
North America, the Monarchs 0 But a few people, like Derham Juliani, are assisting in a 
research project to trace them in their travels from Canada to Mexico,, A delicate job, 
Juliani’s, capturing the likely specimens that land on a lilac tree outside his quarters 
at 3ig Pine, then marking the undersides of their wings; by such million-to-one odds (of lat¬ 
er finding the marked wing) does natural science somehow thrive« Juliani, who spends much of 
his time wandering the desertlands, is one of a number of volunteer assistants in a research 
program headed by a Canadian professor, F.R. Urqhardt. So eager is the local naturalist that 
he urges others to contact Urqhardt to help in the program - and asks inquisitive reporters 
to be sure and provide the professorfe number for any who might be interested, (it is Univers¬ 
ity of Toronto-Scarborough College at Ontario, Canada, MIC-lAli.) Although the Monarchs are not 
"followers" they somehow manage to wind up in the same areas year after years Marin County, 
Mexico, Pacific Grove. "They hang in trees and look like thousands of dead leaves," says Jul¬ 
iani. "You can see them anywhere; at the ocean. Mount Whitney, or Death Valley. They drift 
around. Other insects are more specialized." The self-taught naturalist makes himself useful 
in other ways to scientific researchers. He gathers beetles in fall-traps, forwarding them 
to entomological projects. Taking a sojourn from his desert existence, Juliani lives in a 
small room amid a clutter that reflects his varied interests, at the home of another Big Pine 
naturalist, Enid Larson. Out of the knowledge he gains by observation, Juliani evolves his 
own very personal "natural" philosophy. 















School room press conference: Party-goers Karen Mojarro, 13; Mike Daughtry t 16; Jim Wallace , 18; 
Barbie MojarrOj 14; Mary Lynn Osuna } 14; Joani Mo,jarro t 16; Janet Sprague, 15. 


•HAND-CUFFS AND "MACE" 



Karen Mojarro and injured arm 

"Mace " and some "torn tendons " 


The Lone Pine police/kids incident 

A STATE INVESTIGATOR WILL LOOK INTO THE CLAIMS OF 
PARENTS WHO SAY TWO OFFICERS "BEAT" THEIR KIDS 

A long-smouldering animosity and mutual distrust between 

law enforcement and Lone Pine's youth culture erupted 
this week into a full-blovm community issue with ang¬ 
ry charges flying from both sides. A number of teen-agers who 
readily admit they were having a beer party at a private home 
claim they were '’beaten," "maced" and hand—cuffed by two dep¬ 
uty sheriffs who turned up at the house - and the two officers 
claim they were assaulted and "bad-mouthed." It was a classic 
example of the clash of two naturally and mutually antagonis¬ 
tic cultures. 

But so serious were the complaints filed with the dep¬ 
artment by parents that Sheriff floyd Barton called in the Ca¬ 
lifornia Department of Justice far an "outside" investigation 
and then quickly clamped a lid on any official information in 
the matter. So loud and numerous were the complaints of num¬ 
bers of Lone Pine parents that a county supervisor, Richard 
McDonald, launched his own look into the matter. 

Available reports - most of these from angry parents at the scene - were sometimes con¬ 
tradictory, but most of these centered on a main themes The officers, Tom Gonzales (president 
of the deputies association) and Clyde George, arrived at the home of Robert and Emilie Moj¬ 
arro at 135 N. Lone Pine Avenue where a teen party was in progress. One stor/ says they were 
looking for a girl reported missing; another says they were "following up" a hit—run incid¬ 
ent in which one of the Mojarro girls, Dianna, had crashed a car into a pole at Diaz Lake. In 

any case, they entered the house without war¬ 
rants and the melee began, with several par¬ 
ents arriving almost immediately from nearby 
homes. One of these was Mary Alice Daugomah 
who was carrying her baby, 3-month-old Jessi ¬ 
ca. She said she saw the officers "beating" 
her son and saw boys and girls hand-cuffed on 
the floor. "They ordered me out, but I would 
not leave. I didn't like what I saw. Deputy 
G eorge grabbed my baby in her cradle board 
and tossed her on the table. I tillnlc I shoved 
or hit him and he threw me on the floor with 
his knee in my back, twisting my arm. You'd 
think he would have been glad that a parent 
showed up." There were similar complaints from 
the youngsters and their parents. The youths 
were taken to jail and later released to par¬ 
ents . 

The officers could not — or would not — 
make comment. Contacted by the parents, Dist- 
rict Attorney "Buck" Gibbons said no charges 
would be accepted until the investigation is 
Mrs. Daugomah and Jessica complete. One of the deputies, Tom Gonzales, 

"He tossed the baby on the table" meanwhile, was released from the hospital.. 













NEWS-LETTER’S VIEWFINDER: 

VALLEY FOTOPAGE 




'mma-drnM" 


Bishop 
Creek 
on a 

rampage 

MEANDERING IN 
PLEASANT BENDS 
THROUGH THE 
WEST END, BISHOP 
CREEK IS THE JOY 
AND SOMETIMES 
THE DESPAIR OF 
THE OWNERS OF 
SOME OF BISHOP'S 
FINEST HOMES. 
WHEN THE HEAVY 
RAINS COME, THE 
CREEK GOES RUSH¬ 
ING WILDLY OUT 
OF CONTROL. 
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Several agencies pitched in to help 
in a community effort to block the 
flow of floodwaters . Here, at McLaren 
Lane 3 the men and women of California 
Division of Forestry sandbagged a 
flood of water that threatened to wash 
out the entire street. At left } "Lefty" 
Irwin confers with Supervisor Dick Eng¬ 
el who turned up to help. Irwin, a res¬ 
ident of the areaj is an officer of a 
homeowners' association. Work crews 
were called out at midnight Tuesday as 
residents heard water rushing near 
their houses. They controlled the flow, 
but mountain storms threatened. 


«<r:*** 


$s« 


Erick Schat } the 
bakery ownerj 
wades from his 
nearby home. 


A dozen or so Red Cross Volunteers were called out at the 
height of the flood in the middle of the night. Local ARC 
Disaster Chairman Ina Piper and her husband provided cof¬ 
fee and snacks for the workers. Several private firms do¬ 
nated food and drink. The Red Cross workers were still on 
the job late Wednesday morning and the strain of a sleep¬ 
less night began to show. Quick work on the part of crews 
saved hunlreds of thousands of dollars of valuable prop- 

pr>tl pa 

PHOTOS ON THESE PAGES: John Heston 
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THE WEEK'S FLOODS 
WERE QUICKLY CON¬ 
TROLLED, BUT AREA 
RESIDENTS, CON¬ 
CERNED ABOUT FU¬ 
TURE THREATS, HOPE 
TO FIND A CONTROL 
METHOD THAT WILL 
AVERT DISASTER. 


Surrounded by water 
and sandbag8, area 
neighbors watched 
work crews and 
shared experiences. 


"Cy" 0880fsky said 
he awakened to hear 
water "sloshing 
around the house. " 
Downstream, pastures 
and gardens were 
damaged but most 
homes were spared 
serious damage. And 
other Bishop creeks 
were also out of 
control (below). 
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